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The Library Subcommittee held its first meeting on May 8, 1957. It is 
responsible to the Elementary School Curriculum Committee and was directed by it to 
survey the school library situation and make recommendations. 


As Alberta sponsors the development of regional libraries and as these, 
along with municipal libraries, frequently cooperate with school authorities to 
provide library service to schools, the personnel of the subcommittee was carefully 
selected to give representation to each group. 


The members are as follows: 


Mr. C. G. Merkley, Superintendent of Schools, Cardston, Chairman 

Mr. M. Colburn, Chief Librarian, Edmonton Public Library 

Mr. M. O. Edwardh, Assistant Director of Curriculum in charge of 
Elementary Education 

Mr. E. J. Holmgren, Library Supervisor, Department of Economic 
Affairs 

Miss D. Lampard, Faculty of Education, University of Alberta 

Mr. R. Layton, Parkallen School 

Mrs. R. V. McCullough, Red Deer Home and School Federation 

Mrs. A. D. McFadden, Divisional Librarian, Lacombe 

Miss M. A. Seymour, Junior High School Librarian, Calgary Public 
School Board 

Mr. L. G. Wiedrick, Librarian, Eastglen Composite High School 


The subcommittee sent out a questionnaire to all school systems to obtain 
a picture of present developments and solicit recommendations as to the type of 
assistance which would facilitate development of school libraries. In addition, 
both Canadian and American professional literature regarding libraries was care- 
fully studies for suggestions which might pertain to Alberta. 


The committee, then, has given careful consideration to the space and 
personnel needs of school districts as well as expenditures with which to support 
an adequate library. Also the possibility and the basis of working with regional 
and public libraries. 
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. Since Alberta was formed in 1905 the Department of Education has heen 
vitally interested in school libraries. Different methods and techniques have 
been used to encourage the development of them. 


_ in 1907, a money grant was given to each classroom to help purchase 
library books. Inspectors! comments indicated that the local boards had dif- 
ficulty purchasing books because of lack of contact with the publishing world. 


In 1913 the money grant was changed to a book grant. After 1923, the 
library grant was no longer available to schools more than four years old; 
there is no evidence that any grant was void after 1935. 


The first detailed report of the School Libraries Branch, indicating the 
manner in which this amendment was implemented, is quoted in "1916"; "it may 
be noted that, during the first three years of its operation, this branch 
placed an average of 143 books in each of 2081 school districts" - which, in 
those days of one-room schools, amounts to well over 100 books ver classroom; 
and during the next year this number was augnented by an average of 46 books 
per district. As this was in the nature of a pervetual grant, we may take 
this as an index of the rate of growth of classroom libraries until 1923, when 
the grant act was again amended to provide for new districts only, on a four 
year basis. The reports of inspectors during this period were uniformly opti- 
mistic, also the report of the School I4braries Branch "1921": "Distributed 
among these 2,974 school districts there are 676,029 volumes which is on an 
average of 227 books to each school library, but in a number of the older 
districts the library amounts to six or seven hundred volumes." 


If local expenditures are taken into account, 1923 must be regarded as 
the peak year, quantitatively; 1924 to 1936 seems to be a period of deteriora- 
tion as indicated by the many observations of the inspectors. Since the 
advent of the large division school libraries have made a slow intermittent 
recovery, but in consideration of our present needs and in comparison to 
1923, the advance has not been great. The considered opinion of school ins- 
vectors and superintendents bear eloquent testimony to the fact that the 
library problem has yet to be satisfactorily solved and that the development 
of school libraries in Alberta is very uneven. 
tis THE ROLE OF THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

The demands of the curriculum, of our society, of the ever~growing core 
of human Imowledge, necessitate a far superior library service to that given 
in the past. We have always needed books to enrich and supplement the educa- 
tional process but there are developments today which make good libraries 
imperative. 


We know that children learn in different ways, in different situations, 
at different rates, from different materials. Challenging and meeting these 
individual differences remains one of our most difficult problems. The core 
of differentiated instruction is oroper use of the library. New horizons can 
be opened for the bright child if there are books to which he can be referred. 

he slow learning pupil can obtain more detail to give him a better under- 
standing of the concept with which he is struggling. 


Good scholarship demands the ability to locate, to organize, to judge 
critically and to reach conclusions. These skills and habits are nurtured by 
prover use of a library. 
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Many organizations, professional sport and the many types of amusements 
compete for the time of students. It is essential that the habit of reading 
be developed early if education is to compete with entertainment. Books must 
be more than available, they must be brought to the pupils. 


The school is also responsible for the develonment of taste in reading; 
an adequate and balanced library is necessary to permit a wide range of read- 
ing if the school is to play its role in the development of taste. In addition, 
the school is held responsible in part for the behavior and attitudes of stu- 
dents.’ The world of books has a significant role to play in this regard. 
Books = good books = are necessary. 


More specifically, Alberta has adopted the unit organization and approach 
of content in many fields. In the elementary school it is called the enter- 
prise system, in the junior and senior high school the unit approach. It is 
organized to permit pupil participation in the learning process, and its scope 
is wide enough to motivate a range of interests and to challenge abilities. 

The approach, if properly handled, has shown that it can meet individual dif- 
ferences but it demands an adequate library if the objectives of our educational 
system are to be attained. 


Furthermore, in the elementary school the reading program is a three- 
pronged attack on reading. There is a guided reading lesson which is usually 
based on one of the authorized series. The research reading which develops the 
skills necessary for good scholarship and gives practise to the skills developed 
is the guided reading lesson. In addition, the free reading program gives the 
pupils some practice on their own, develops taste and opens the way for un- 
limited vicarious experiences. A good reading program is based on the assump- 
tion that many books are available. 


A library mist be an integrated part of our instructional program. It is 
more than a collections of books; it is a center where appropriate books, pam- 
phlets, magazines and audio vidual aids gather. Also the librarian mist accept 
a major responsibility for the organization of materials and work with teachers 
in helping students develop skills and methods of inquiry. A library demands 
suitable accommodation, personnel, and a well balanced selection of books. 
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Ill, The Questionnaire 


The questionnaire attempted to find a picture of the organization, 
accommodation services rendered, qualifications of personnel, moneys 
spent on books and the type of help which the different areas felt they 
needed to facilitate the use and growth of libraries. 


As the committee felt that rural and urban library growth and needs 
differed considerably, the results were summarized under divisional and 
urban libraries; the city summary was further broken down into separate 
and public school systems. The summary does not represent all areas, 
but about 85% of the students have library services as described in the 
summary. Replies which were received later in no way would change the 
averages and the tenor of the replies. 
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A. Summary of the Questionnaires 


(19 Divisional Schools 
1. Organization of Library Service 


Number of Schools Classroom Central Unit 
Grades and Size Represented Library Library Library 


Grade 1 - 6 
ooms: 2-5 
6-10 
over 10 
Grades 1 - 9 
2-9 
6-10 
11-20 
over 20 


urades 1 ~ 12 


6-10 
11-20 
21-30 
over 30 
Grades 7 - 12 
2-5 
6-10 
11-20 


ever 20 


Rural 
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I disjonaa Schools cont, ) & " ® 
, Does your Divisional Library send out: (Please check) Yes No 
MR SRM OG 54g 6 4k 6 $s 8. 6 a ok te ee | OBB 15 
(2) Enterprise Reference books (Social Studies, Science, etc.) .« 27 13 
A iaiiees. DPeanphletss, MeLOrIA lS end) si insne aduenie enon 
eee ee se 9 és we ene eo es Ie 28 
Ne ea ale 5 ee gine) Abo ne ke tee ee 8 32 
(b) (1) Are the teachers provided with a library catalog? ...+e-e Hf A 
(2) Do the teachers reouest books by title and/or author? .. « T-25 Awl15 
(3) If not, how do they request books . .. Visit-5 Miscellaneous~5 
3, librarians or Teacher-Librarians: 
(1) How many of the schools in your unit have a librarian who is: 
a. Full-time... 3 c. Part-time ... Total Hrae/P.Wk. - 725 
b. Half-time... 3 Average - 2 


(2) Do you have gome person whom you designate as the librarian 
for your urate? « «s 16 25 


How many hours per week does this person devote to library 
activities? .. . Average - 18 


(3) How many librarians in -your unit have: 
ae A profeasional library degree? . . « O 
be. Courses leading to a professional library degree? ... 2 
¢. Summer School library science courses? . . « 6 
d. ‘Jorkshop or in-service training? ... 23 
6. On the job experience only? ... 58 


f, Teacher qualifications? ... 48 
4e Comment on the establishment of a program of library science course to be given by the 
Faculty of Education, University of Alberta. For curriculum content see under questio; 

3. (3) ec. Such course to count towards a University degree, whether B.A. or B.Ed. 


- 28 - Generally in favor, e.g: Necessary step; Excellent plan; 
Most needed3 Strongly in favor, etc. — 
~ 4 - In favor, but with qualifications, e.g.: Worthy of trial; 
Not at expense of arts or science course, etc. 
- 3 - Generally not in favor, e.g.: Few schools could use a 
full-time librarian. 
-~ 6 -No reply. 


Besionai Schools cont, ) * - s 
4 Yes No 
5. Would you make use of a Department of Ed.School Library Supervisor to: 
ETE pgp ge I Oo a a 34 5 
ne Se iptorganize: echoolihibraried? Miieswlaml 2 2 1 te te te 36 3 
6. What library duties does your librarian verform? Please check below: 
School Unit 
librarian Librarian 
Yes No Yes No 
Ee etre he a 8 6K ee 2 29 12 29 
EE a Ws tis at ugly BEKE S & ela le i 8 33 1A 27 
De Ae Fee ee 6 gk dike te ote ed ne 13 28 15 26 
d) Gataloguing and classifying resource 
materials such as pamphlets, visual aids. . 3 32 1} 30 
a) Whudyalivesupervision!. wench Codudcg Jhate 4 37 1 40 
f) Reading guidance with pupils . ....- e+. 8 a3 0 41 
g) Instruction in the use of the library ... 6 35 4 at 
by deveramee worniaus « Wlemeniazry. Credeg . « « 6 35 4 37 
a) Training of pupil assistants tg ch Sonce l. Gone g 33 i 4,0 
j) Commnity activities (Nome & School talks) . 3 38 3 38 
eer eta tS)” 6 ee was he 8 ee wee ) 40 3 af 
Are your teacher-librarians paid according to the salary Yes No 
. schedule of the unit? . . «+ « - A Bt 29 


7. libraries? 
(1) How many schools in your unit have space svecifically designed 
for a central library? ... 146 
(2) How many of the central libraries in your unit are organized on 
the Dewey Decimal Classification system... 38 


(3) How many of the central libraries are card catalogued . . . 84 
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(Divisional Schools cont.) 


Or tio f ibrary_s 


1. Check the categories in which you would like information provided 
. in setting up and operating school libraries: 


Qe Book selection ecaeuselate ete U6 toe. eTivetts 
Rep eertialized Card cataloguing «ss « eee * wow we vs 
Bet Be ePCuletiOn ter toddnnd Goel steawck.« f)40% Koes 


iy Rheterence,precedures afiectivele adwined.« « + » + » 


e. Accession methods for inventory purposes . . «+ + «s«eeee 


me Clpeei 1 ich&taonier bookdarthw and é& have Véme he leas ctvdoste'e vend 


ma Weher AnieriatiGnn ef sfroe coating eowlkw and doonwte fend, é%e 


2. Should a Library Manual be prepared by the Deoartnent .... 


3. Do you find the School Book Branch Catalog lists: 


ae Adequate for asic collections in: 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 


Enterprise aids a e e ® e ° ° e e e e e e e e e ° ® e e e 


Free Reading: Elementary Grades . . «2. .se-eeeccvee 
Junior High School Grades . « « « « « » » 
Senior High School Grades . . « « « «© «© « 


Junior and Senior High School Social Studies and Science 
PePCMaTy SET6TSNnOOD wise se ts we we eee eee 8 


b. Sufficient for annual additions. If not, please specify .. . 


Comments 3 


But collection enriched by books not on lists. 


Many of our books are ordered directly from book companies. 
Many of the good books we have ordered are revorted out of 
print and no suita>dle substitutes are forthcoming. New 
reference books mentioned in courses of study often are not 
available from here. 


Publishers! catalogues also used for ordering books. 
The teachers choose their own references and many of them 
are secured from other sources, so apparently they don't 


find the School Book Branch list sufficient. 


Teachers use other catalogues. 
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- (Divisi»nal Schools cont. ) 


Ae 


Comments: 
(cont'd. ) 


Number, in order of importance, the factors which restrict library service in 


your unit: 


ae 


Free reading in elementary grades not sufficient. 


They might list (but not necessarily stock) teachers! 
professional references. 


I realize full well the limitations staff and budget place 
on the School Book Sranch. Also, knowing some of the 
material apvearing in great quantities, I realize we could 
be far more effectively advised. 


The free reading lists present a very definite problem in 
our library. ‘any teachers feel that onlv those books on 
the list are worthy and they limit the students' reading 
to these. ‘Je have a very adequate, varied, and up-to-date 
selection of free reading books and do not feel it would 
be practical to sacrifice variety for quantities of the 
same title. 


We are ordering a good part of our books directly from 
the publishers. 


Selections limited after a basic collection is made. 


Other book houses seem to provide a greater variety and 
just as cheaply. 


This appears to be one area in which the catalogue is 
deficient. 


a & 


lack of finances e * ° * S 2 * e ° e ® 6 e ° e e e e a4 3 


Srortage. of. sultepie personnel!. «is a @ «+ se *' * « 13 16 
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Need for supervisory assistance . +. .«.«+ee«e-ee s L Ms 
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(Divisional Schools cont.) 
iii. it ir 
Please check the period reported: Calendar year 1957 


School year 1956-1957 


a. What was the total expenditure on Range = $380.00 ~ $10,000.00 | Av. 34,152,52 
library books? 


be What was the expenditure on |Range - 180,00 - 4,800.00 ee 091.56 
reference books? 


5781676 Avbwte, 29h. 29 


c. What was the expenditure on | Range ~ 200,00 
free reading books? 


d. What was the student population Range —- 130 - 3,500 | AV. 2,092.56 
at the end of June 1957? 


e. What was the student per capita 
expenditure on library books? 
(see below) 


f. Do you consider this ver capita 
expenditure sufficient to meet 
the need? 


ge If not, how much per capita 
would you recommend? 
(see below) 


h. What is the amount of the 


library grant: 


i) Per regular classroom Ls 10. 42.98 


Av. 54.483 


ii) Per room for each new 


school? 


iii) Per room for new, Range - 20,00 - 100, 00 


additional rooms? 


Actual, Money Spent Re e 
ni 


eee. 
of 3.00 3.99 


4200 over 4 1.00 Le99 


| 88.900, 
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es City Public Schools 


1, (rganization of Library pence 


Edmonton, Calgary, Lethbridge, 
Medicine Hat, Jasper Place 


ot heen eee: 


Loe ee. veennee.orovided sib aii byes tatelsc 
Type of School Just Class- , Just Central 
/ room Library p Sinorery: 


Grades: 


Grades: 


Grades: 


Grades: 


Grades: 


1-6 | 22 
| 29 
Paria 
| 1 
: 6 
1-9 | 7 
6 
1 
7-9 
712 
10-12 2, 
| 2 
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(City Public Schools cont, a 


2. Does your Central School Board Library send cut: (Please check) Yes No 


(ae dnt Te trraibanksca, ws kucowlel oe. al. reecures. vatecialds.le. 


(2) Emterprise Reference Books (Social Studies, Science, etc.) 1 


fom oP iotares, teampuhees, Materials.....cs.ceccceeseersevssees e 
(4) Pirie os. 4. Decertredh. of. Sauention. Sehool> ld orerv.....- 2 LZ 
(5) re ee eT ee ik Swede 2k we wD 4 
(>) (1) Are the teachers provided with a library catalog?........ ue) ot 
(2) Do the teachers request books by title and/or author?.... T-2 A-i 
N-l P-L 
ee ew a ay Temes: HOOKS Tai inc acewnve cesses ess 
ns Librarians or Teacher-Librarians: 
(1) How many of the schools in your unit have a librarian who is: 
go Fullatime.... <0 c. Part-time..... Total hours per week - 26 
vee Holl Gime & Pend ok 
(2) Do you have some person whom you designate as the librarian 
for your unit? A te 


How many hours per week does this person devote to library 
activities? - 


(3) How many librarians in your unit have: 


~w 


Bee ee eee! LOPE CS sre soc eae ene pea nae wae ss 
i Courses leading to a professional library degree’... L 
G, olimer penool library science Courses?...esseresesee 5 
Be Ee Chem Air BOTVI CG GPAL TINS 4 ick sven ans veeeceee LD 
e. ee ee eA CCOMCI LY Seas aeeee ess ted deeewanan 2 
ee ee ee ee OCT ONC a bg ap ina s ean nee ae ee waancepeU 
4.5 Comment on the establishnent of a program of library science courses to be given by 
the Faculty of Education, University of Alberta. For curriculum content see under questi 
3. (3) c. Such courses to count towards a University degree, whether B.A. or B. Ed. 

- We have reached the point in the develooment of our library program where we 

appreciate a growing need for more hely or emphasis in this direction. 
- It would be worthwhile to have a course as such in conjunction with a teaching 


certificate. The present organization and size of schools does not lend it- 
self to the use of a qualified librarian with, say, a degree. 
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13) 
(City Public Schools cont. ) 


—- The curriculum presupposes 2a Imowledge of resource materials in all 


subject fields and the ability to use them. It would seem, therefore, 


that a training course for teachers woulc include instruction in: 
book selection, use and organization, etc. 
- Agree - this is necessary. 


Would you make use of a Department of Education School library ' Yes 
Supervisor to: 


ae Give in-service training? Cr ee ee ee 5 
b. Help organize school libraries? . ... «sees 5 


What library duties does your librarian verform? Please check below: 


School 
Librarian 
esse Gelection « « gunterm iich fehool: Gradiec.«..*.° & 
ee na Santas Yeh Ectool Bociad Stadice ane 3 
c) Cataloguing and classifying books ......s-e-ee 3 
d) Cataloguing and classifying resource 
materials such as pamphlets, visual aids . . . ee e 2 
@) Saude del Lesnparviaion ein ice te Dok Gremel> ace oo 3 
f) Reading guidance with pupils. . +. e eee ees 3 
g) Instruction in the use of the library ... see 3 
i) Wiptewencemcorincske: dana sulsi shor dy Neeinn ari us 3 
OP ee oe. aseistanta . . 4 <3 0 es ee 3 
ds) Community activities (Home & school talks) ..... 1 
SR TRESS ESO ee ee NB 
Are your teacher-—librarians paid according to the salary Yes 
SCG SNOt BOM s 2 im he me ee 3 


Libraries: 

(1) How many schools in your unit have space specifically designed 
and provided for a central library? .. . 55 

(2) How many of the central libraries in your unit are organized 
on the Dewey Decimal Classification system? ... 11 


(3) How many of the central libraries are card catalogued? . .. 10 


Unit 
Librarian 


No 
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(City Public Schools (cont. f s 


1. Check the catagories in which you would like information provided in setting up 
and operating school libraries: 
ae Book selection... 5 
b. Centralized card cataloguing... 5 
¢, Circulation methods... 5 
d. Reference vrocedures ... 5 
e. Accession methods for inventory owurposes ... 5 
f. Classification of books .... 5 
8. Other information... = 
2. Should a Library Manual be prepared by the Department? ... 5 
3e Do you find the School Book Branch Catalog Lists: 
ae Adecuate for basic collections in: Yes 
i Enterorise aids « e s « s Li e ¢ s e s e * 6 e e e 2 e e e 2 
PyePree Tending: “Elementary Grades 4% 4. 2 wR ee ! 
Junior High School Grades.eenainsentmnten®oum 2 
Senior High School Grades . .« « « © « « « a 
(3) Junior and Senior “igh School Social Studies an 
REMIIOOPIOLETONCOG we © 5 huitimichinsinthnie Ree eee uF 
b. Sufficient for annual additions. If not, please specify... 1 
Comments 3 
- Heny of our schools have contended for many years that the facil~ 
ities for new titles at the School Book Branch are quickly exhausted 
so that an increasing provortion of their books have to be devoted 
to special order, or books not listed. 
- ifny vital titles which reflect advances in the fields of natural 
and pure science, social trends, contemporary biographies, should 
Se shown as an annual suoplement for particular reference. 
- We order many books from publishers in Regina anc Eastern Canada. 
- Insufficient. lost of the Senior High School Books have to be 
ordered elsewhere. 
4. Number, in order of importance, the factors which restrict library 
service in your unit: a Ve 
Qe lack of finances e s e e e * * + * e e e e ° e e oe e ° e 2 ia 1 
b, Gittese Ghuitalile persomnel . ss 2.0K ele le eG ok 
Ce Tack of accommodcat ion 6 ° a * s es ® e e e * es ® * e e e 3 1 he 
ee wees OKO MIOAIWRAOTY 5 a. se sek ss 1 se * ee lee ae! 


e. Other - 


Please check the period reported: Calendar year 1957 
School year 1956-57 
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(City Public Schools cont. ) 


ae What was the total expenditure on | Range ~ $3,320 ~- $55,000.00 | Av. $2,959.00 
library books? | | 
| | 
b. What was the expenditure on | Range - S00 — 25354.00 | Ave 1,577.00 
reference books? | 


| Range = 2,530 - 5,124.00] Av. 3,827.00 
reading books? | 


c. What was the exvenditure on free 


d, What was the student vomlation Range - 2,600 = 33,072.00 | Av. 14,904.00 
at the end of June 1957? . 


e. What was the student ver cavita 
expenditure on library books? 
see below 


£. Do vou consider this per cavita 
exvenditure sufficient to meet 
the need? 


g. If not, how much per capita . 
would you recommend? 
(see below 


h, What is the amount of the 
library grant: 


| 


Range - 25200 . 40.00 


ii) Per room for each new Range = 50.00 — 90.00 | Av. 70.90 
school? 


iii) Per room for new, Range - 50.00 - 100, AVe 63.75 
additional rooms? 


i) Fer regular classroom? 


f f 
i| | 
Zi 0 999~CO*OO ce Om a9 4 0 | 
10019 99-34 500-—w 1599+ --0 | 
i | 
| | | 
fe a a | 2200) “unt 8209 3 
: | : 
00: S39 | @) 3.00 - 3.99 0 | 
| 1 : 
4.00 — over; O I 4.600 - over 0 


| av.8a 


i 
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(2) SEPARATE SCHOOLS 


(Calgary, Edmonton & Jasper Place) 
Organization of Library Service 


Classroom Central Unit 
Grades and Size Library Library Library 
Grades 1 - 6 | 
Rooms: 2-5 | 17 3 
6-10 6 AA 
over 10 x 
Grades 1 - 9 
2-5 1 i 
6-10 14 8 
over 10 10 5 
Grades 1 - 12 
e~) 
6-10 
over 10 5 2 
Grades 7 - 12 
ez> ui 
6-10 1 
over 10 + 2 
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(Separate Schools cont. ) > 17. ® 


Does your Central School Board Library send out: Please check) Yes Ne 
may CRY OPree Reading Books’ 804... 255). .8. colt ak apy aah Oar Sea aan aa 1 
(2) Enterprise Reference Books (Social Studies, Science, etc.).. 1 
(3) Pictures, Pamphlets, Materials....... UN oe eee to 2 eee ae a 
ey Veneer inet,.ve8S seis) Tee Pe asa ees oe eee eee rere €; is 
WOW Diceores vee Sere. rer es ee ee ea ee ee Sie eeere if 
(b) (1) Are the teachers provided with a library catalog?....... cae 
(2) Do the teachers request books by title and/or author?....... 
(3) If not, how do they request books......Visit Miscellaneous 
Librarians or Teacher-Librarians: 
(1) How many of the schools in your unit have a librarian who is: 
OES a ee Pee arte UES . 5. as Total Hrs.P/Wks. -35 
be, HOli-Ctime..... Average 
(2) Do you have some person whom you designate as the librarian for 
Ber ao pe wee 2 


How many hours per week does this person devote to library 
BCUIVUGICS! 666449. 
(3) How many librarians in your unit have: 

a, & professional library degree? eek as 00 


c. .Summer School library science courses?......0 
d. workshop or in-service training?......0 

Gy On the job experience, only?.:.<e0t 

ie J6acher.qualitications?......0 


Comment on the establishment of a program of library science course to be given by the 
wae of Education, University of Alberta. For curriculum content see under questio 


. (3) c. Such course to count towards a University degree, whether B.A. or B.Ed. 
- It ate! be helpful to have some people on staff with training in this area. 
- we think a program such as this will be of great value. 


Would you make use of a Department of Education School Library Supervisor to: 
eee SOL VCS CATING? voce scc cs oces bcs eesckers ee ere Selec 2 
Pe ee or een 2e SCHOO) LIDYST1G6 i... ccc ew sec eavconseccreeeseave <eaee 2 


What library duties does your librarian perform? Please check below: 


School Unit 
Librarian Librarian 

Be OOK SGLSCULON ass sicccesces a ae PUR ey sick, ave Bi, vi 
&) VOrderingy<.....06% EE Soe Se Rae See ee sg 7 
OB) Pateloeuine sss... re ee ee aa ees aoe eins T 1 
d) Cataloguing and classifying resource materials such 

BS POMMIISGS, VEEUEL ALIS... cs cvscevcrevsecsssrvovas a. 
er RM tsa Ns el « eke te amos 
Be eee Te Uaioe With PULLS. cscs iccescrcese ae Ee 
g) Instruction in the use of the library.......eeseees : 
h) Reference work......... ol 6 86 RR ee ee ee eee 1 
OSS gete re We toe Rect Oth i ee Pre a 
3) Community activities (Home weg Schoo). slice) . re: 
ey Ciner (epeciiy) .saseeca Ee ee ; 


Are your teacher-librarians paid according to the salary of the unit? 
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Separate Schools cont, ) > 1, 


a 
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(1) How many schools in your unit have space specifically designed 
for a central library?... 370 

(2) How many of the central libraries in your unit are organized on 
the Dewey Decimal Classification system?......5 

(3) How many of the central libraries are card catalogued......2 


Libraries 


Il. Operations of Library Service 


Check the categories in which you would like information provided in setting up and 
operating school libraries: 


Yes No 
OOK BOLECULONs sss gases ess 6 Se ee ee ee gts alae 3% a vista eee hak 
mir’ Cont relazedeard MareLorwing ys 8. VES 8 Moos Steer s boven 1 
ie Ra POO ta Ors MSLNOdS « 2. Ren 0 so 94 5 68 6 Minin animadetes a al alas caleba 
nN ee CCA shards Sides) Seid ele 8 aN bea eee ee Py ye fs 
e. Accession methods for inventory purposes...... pimiiieik etal pee ars oe re oe Nae 
Pte A Calin OL COCKS. scsakiessnscd ee eees «ete ees ss Peet es wee ee page 
ee POthermainformatioen.st .canw. Y EET ee oA aE en ow oe JE AP en, 
Should a Library Manual be prepared by the Department?......ceceesees 2 
Do you find the School Branch Catalog Lists: 
a. Adequate for basic collections in: 
(1) Enterprise aids.......... DEP RNS a ha Te a Pe ee 1 
(2) Free Reading: Elementary Grades........-...- Pe eee eae 
Junior High Schoes-Gradeswrrerewrwrereres cere —2 1 
Senhon Haieh Schdod, Grades «os sete cas oo s clever o sie 2 a, 
(3) Junior and Senior High School Social Studies and Science 
SECON STY. TOTELONCOG.. wcnrewcss © « 4 Cheapiner verre, terre e aa ole sime 2 
b. Sufficient for annual additions. If not, please specify....... re 


Number, in order of importance, the factors which restrict library service 


in your unit: a 2 2 4 
Bite OL LINBO OE core psessodeiren Piri de ahora panty inhi Cacmat cali soap aeariaplie a i 

b. Shortage of suitable personnel.....sccceeves PEST Cae S ue a 

er De Se GRCCMIMOCTRUIONN ac ie ce eee nts Te eee ees PPE AS 1 
den Need..for.supervisory~assistance.ccdcrrrevrees ewe eres 1 v 
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Lhe 
fe-arate Schools cont.) a 
III. Expend:tures and Requirements 


Please check the period reported: Calendar year 1957 
School year 1956-1957 


a. What was the total expenditure on “Range - $2,250 - 925,16 Avi $1;030.53 
library books? | 


b. What was the expenditure on reference Range - 2,000 - 17,600 | Av. 980 .00 


books? 
¢. What was the expenditure on free "Range te 5 50 
reading books? | 
d, What was the student population at the : Range - 934 - 8,823 | Av. Te Peete 


end of June 1957? 


e. What was the student per capita expend- | 
iture on library books? (see below) 


f. Do you consider this per capita expend- | Yes - l No - 2 
 iture sufficient to meet the need? 

g. If not, how much per capita would you ae 

S recommend? (see below) 


h, What is the amount of the library 
. grant: 


NE eee ee 


i) Per regular classroom? 


ii) Per room for each new school? 96.66 
iii) ‘Fer room for new, addition rooms? 87.50 


f ed fore denim? 
Ce @) a 199 1 ee O = A 0 
1.00 - 1.99 QO 2.00 ~ 1.99 0 
2.00 - 2.99 2 we 6 7D O | 


ae =~ 3,99 O 


4.00 = over O 
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Schools with six or more rooms: 


(1) Of the twenty large rural elementary schools of grades 1 - 6, 11 have 
classroom libraries, only 8 have a central library; 10 of them also 
receive books from a divisional library. 


(2) Of 23 large rural elementary and junior high schools grades 1 - 9, 
18 have classroom libraries, 10 have a central library. 


(3) Of 162 large schools, grades 1 = 12, 135 have classroom libraries, 
52 have a central library. 


(4) Op 19 large schools, grades 1 ~ 12, 13% have classroom libraries, 15 
have central libraries. 


(5) The type of service rendered is uneven and lacks uniformity. 


(6) Only 3 schools have full-time librarians. Of the 58 people who assist 
with libraries, none have a library degree. Only 8 have had some 
training. 


(7) Thirty-two out of 41 rural areas favor a program of library science 
at the Faculty of Education. 


(8) Indications are that extensive use would be made of a Department of 
Education Library Supervisor (consultant). 


(9) The duties performed by the designated school libraries and Unit 
librarians have little pattern, certainly not as extensive as those 
usually considered as part of a librarian's job. 


(10) Only 146 schools have space specifically designed for a central 
library. Most of these are in either high schools or in schools in 
which high school is taught. 


(11) There are many areas in which the Department and the School Book 
Branch could render additional services. 


(12) The factors which restrict library service are listed on page 14 
The main reasons are: 


1. Jack of personnel 
2. Finances 
3. Accommodation 


(13) Average expenditure on books: 


$1.00 per year for free reading 
$1.00 per year for reference books 


We are now spending on the average $2.00 per pupil per year for library 
books. 
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(14) Those that are spending $1.00 - $1.99 feel that $1.00 more per pupil 
per year would give adeouate service. This is also true for those 
who spend $2.00 + 2.99 per year. The average expenditure recomuended 
would be $3.00 per nunil per year. 


C. Genéralizations for Urban School Libraries 


The summary in the main supports the conclusions drawm from summary of 
rural schools. However, there are two significant differences: 


1. Urban schools are svending less on the averase per pupil on 


books than rural Alberta. 


2. That accommodation is rated the most prescing problem regarding 
library service, with lack of money as second deterrent. 


The summary indicates that librarv service on the whole is inadequate. That 
some schools lack books, others lac’: the necessary organization and personnel to 
use the books they have properly, while others are unable to organize library 
services because they lack space. The committee's recommendations, then, will 
generally concern themselves with library personnel, financing library service, 
and space and facilities. 


mf Sy 


to “vramnese nou erry datas ones ‘eae ebro 
* seonees TED desntaian higie ove ete. Sie 


% Mah fice Scie.) 8q. en enon (ent te eae sabbaace’ 8 ss 


a yt tegen otal doreci Batre Sg Sear edt Balle Bt sotta mae 
ite rtetedh Dnoser an yeror to tloal Avi . oivre 


> 
‘ 


seer tie ent at efodw eft ao solviae remsdtl feud 5 acdeokber! 
ot fannosteg fue potty wisengesd afd Yost uneiiso teed oD ‘on 
wins nh eatgeyio of elders ote. ededdo ofitiw .yltaco “ aved vert 

LE by tots camtotinlse wale) 98% Bt ess hos aft .eoaye vol vert OR 


,ootvies yeatdil gatomantt ,lemoeteg yrradkt dtiw ‘note ania cf 
scokttttng’, 


st 
| SES 


ad bs) 
22. 


IV. Department Assistance Recommended 
A. Grants for Book Purchase 


The Library Subcommittee believes that we must move forward on the three 
basic fronts of books, space and personnel. The questionnaire revealed that 
nearly all the school systems in Alberta feel that the expenditure per pupil 
for reference books and free reading books is inadequate. As the average 
expenditure is 92.00 per pupil per year, and as the recommended expenditure 
averaged $3.00 per pupil per year, the committee recommends that the Depart- 
ment of Education provide an Encouragement Grant for library books for a 
period of four years on the following basis: 


That the Department will match the expenditure of school 
systems on library books up to $1.50 per pupil per year. 


B. Library Consultant 


As the organization of efficient library service has proven difficult and 
many areas would use professional help, the subcommittee recommends that the 
Department of Education appoint a supervisor of school libraries (a consultant 
for school libraries) for the province of Alberta, the duties of that school 
librarian to be: 

1. To encourage the use of the Dewey Decimal Classification System. 


2. To accept responsibility for the School Book Branch Catalogs and 
to code and classify the books which are on the recommended list. 


3. To prepare a library manual for the guidance and assistance of 
school libraries. 


4. To work closely with the Free Reading Subcommittees of the 
Department of Education. 


5. To periodically advise school administrators and librarians 
regarding new books and new library development. 


6. To assist in the inservice training of teachers who are inter- 
ested in library work. 


7. To assist school systems in setting up adequate libraries. 
8. To give summer school courses to teachers. 


C. School Book Branch Catalogs 


The following recommendations are offered with a view to making the present 
catalogs practical and usable for classified, cataloged school libraries. Much 
time can be saved for the school librarian if, for the titles listed, the classi- 
fication or grouping is given and also the added information needed to make out 
the cards for the card catalog. Then each school will have enough information 
to make up its own cards for the titles listed. The necessary classification 
will also have been done. 
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1 the ereuning 4 sit eet 2. (See the CHILDREN'S 
GATMOG and the STAIMASD CT IOG FOR HS, LIBRARIES, published by the 
H. We. Wilson Co. ) 


1. 


F - for Fiction from Grade IV up 

E = for Fiction for Grade III down 

SC -~ for Fiction published in Story Collection form 
Dewey Decimal Classification Number for Nonfiction 


ae List the Books Al ohabetically by Author, for one section, anyway, to 


conform with library usage. 


ee j rivtio 7 
Author and name or initials 
Title 
Illustrator and name or initials 
Publisher 


Copyright date, number of pages, cost 

Wilson Cards avzilable (W) 

Illustrations, maps, charts, graphs, etc. 

Size of books; size of tyne (for oversize, large type, etc. ) 
Binding 

Grade reading level and grade interest level 

wescription of contents 

Subject Headines, Analytics, and Cross References 
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a Sf Ewe 


Ae ACode Reference could be used to indicate usefulness for certain 
enterprise topics. Example: III - D for the fourth enterprise 
topic for Grade III. 


D, Annual Report 
It is further recommended that the Deoartment initiate, as part of its Annual 


Report, a form which will give information regarding school library operation and 
haintenside and services, 
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In 1946 the Anerican Association of School Libraries recommended the follow- 
ing space allowances for a circulation and reading center: 


WTWENTY-~FIVE SQUARE FEET PER NEADER 


For elementary schools, space for seating the largest class (about thirty-five ) 
plus twenty. 


For high schools, space for seating 15 to 20 vercent of the enrolzent. 


For combination schools, space for seating 15 to 20 per cent of the high school 
enrolment and the largest elementary class plus twenty. The total minimum seat~ 
ing capacity should be seventy-five." 


In 1952 the Association revised the foregoing statement to read: 


"Twenty-five square feet ver seated user has been found to be adecuate. 
In elementary schools provision should be made for seating the largest class 
(about 26) and an additional 20. In high schools provision should be made for 
seating a minimum of 42. For an enrolment above 300, twelve seats should be added 
for each 100 pupils. For twelve grade schools provision for accomnodading both 
elementary and high school users should be made. In such a situation it is desir- 
able to provide two areas, one for each group. Furnishings, for example, counter- 
height shelving may be employed to define the two areas and at the same time allow 
for supervision. In lerge high schools nore than one center of this kind may be 
necessary, since it is desirable that not more than 65-75 users, under the super- 
vision of one librarian, be accommodated in any one area at one time." 


As presently stated, section 5 of 0.C. 1568/53 does not rovide a building 
grant for a library reading room with the seating capacity recommended in the 
literature of school library associations. However, we believe that section 5 
can serve as a basis for minimum space recuirements for school libraries in 
Alberta. In applying section 5, there are two consideratiorswhich should be of 
varticular concern: first, what is the minimum size of the school library which 
can provide effective service for the stall school? And second, what is the 
relationship between the sovace recuired and the grades in which the students are 
enrolled? 


School library theory states explicitly that the only form of effective school 
library service is that in wrich there is frequent scheduling of classes to the 
library for leisure reading periods, for periods of instruction in how to use 
libraries, and for periods devoted to gathering information about topics studied 
in class. ‘Thus, in terms of use, the :ininun space needed for the suallest school 
library is that which can eccomodate an average class (about 35 students) plus 
necessary library furniture and equipment. A standard classroom can serve the 


tamerican Library Association. American Association of School Ljbrarians 
Comaittee on Planning School Library Quarters. Dear ir, Architect, American 
Association of School Li>rarians, 1946, p. 1. 


2Anerican library Association. American Association of School Librarians 
Comittee on Planning School Library Quarters. Dear ir, Architect, American 
Association of School Librarians, 1952, p. 4. 
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purpose, but because of the area occupied by library furniture, the room will 
be crowded if more than 30 students are to be seated. 


Schools with less than six classrooms would not be scheduling enough classes 
to the library to justify the exvense of an additional classroom to serve as the 
library. The American Library Association recomends that "Where many small 
schools are involved, especially schools in which enrolment is fewer than 100 
pupils, a central library collection should be maintained from which substantial 
loans may be made to individual schools for whatever veriod of time they are 
needed and from which less frequently needed reference matcrials may be borrowed." 
However, the library in the school provides the most satisfactory library service, 
and should be included wherever possible. 


1 


The larger the school enrolment, irrespective of the grades taught, the 
larger the library suarters will need to be to accommodate the increased number 
of books as well as the increased number of students who may wish to use the 
library at any one time. However, more seating space is needed in the junior and 
senior high school than in the elementary school. High school students can profit 
more from independent research and thus seating space must be »vrovided to accommodate 
students on classroom assignments as well as the class scheduled to the library. 


The more grades served by a school library, the larger is the amount of wall 
and stack shelving needed to shelve sufficient books dealing with various subjects 
at the different reading levels. Thus, school libraries serving 12-grade schools 
need relatively more space. 


tamerican Library Association. 
Functions and Standards. A.sLeA., 1945, 
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emmenged Cantal Prants for [Library Space 


On the basis of the foregoing, we recommend that building grants be 
made available for the following minimum space allowances for school 
libraries: 


1) Senior High Schools, Junior-Senior High Schools, and Twelve-Grade 


Schools: 

Size of School Number of Standard Classrooms 
6~12 classrooms 1 

13=24 classrooms 2 


25 and more classrooms 3 


2) Elementary—Junior High Schools and Junior High Schools: 


Size of School Number of Standard Classrooms 
6-12 classrooms 1 

1324 classrooms 14 

25 and more classrooms 


3) Elementary Schools: 


Size of School Number of Standard Classrooms 
6-12 classrooms 1 


1 
13 and more classrooms le 
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In considering school library quarters, we will deal with the following 
four topics: 


1. Planning 

2. library Facilities 

3. Classroom Converted Libraries 
4. ihlti-purpose Roons 


1. PLANWING 


The three most important recuirements for good planning for school library 
quarters are thats: 


a. The principal, architect and librarian work together. 


Bb. The architect has a thorough understanding of the purposes 
of the school library, and of the activities which take 
place in it, 


CG. The floor plans include a consideration of the furniture 
and equipment to be accommodated. 


Those concerned with the planning of school library quarters will find the 
following pamphlets particularly useful: 


f nitect. American Library Association, 1952. 


Planning School Library Quarters (Illinois Library Agsoc. ), 


American Library Association, 1950 


1 % a 
Q M3 
Standards, American Library Association, 1945. 
An informative filmstrip, "School Library Quarters" supplements rif hi . 
Both are available from the Audio-Visual Aids Branch, Departuent of Equcation. 


2. LIBRARY PACILITIES 


ae Waljs: Provision of space fo wall shelving should be carefully checked 
long before the drawings for the library assume their final form. ‘Some 
points to be covered include the following: 
"AJ vossible surface downward from a point of 5 feet above the floor 
shall be utilized for shelving. Heating fixtures shall be so located 
as to sacrifice a minimum of wall shelving. If thermostats, electric 
outlets and switches must be located on the wall, they shall,wherever 
possible, be placed close to door or window trim in order not to break 
up space available for shelving. If it is necessary for vertical pipes 
to pass through the rooms they shall be located in the corners where 
the wall shelving allows space for them. Chair rails, wainscoting, and 
baseboards shall be omitted, allowing the shelving to be placed securely 
against the wall. Plastering shall extend to the floor, any space bet-~ 
ween the ends of book shelving and door trim being fitted with base- 
boards after shelving is in place. Plastering to the height of shelving 
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oi 
shall be smooth to avoid rough contact with books." 
-- adapted from statements of the American Library Association. 


be Ceilings: Acoustical tiles or perforated materials may be used for 
sound absorption. 

Ce Floors: "The freedom of movement essential to library work and the 
necessity for quiet point clearly to a noiseless floor covering for 
the reading room." Some suggestions for floor coverings are rubber 
tile, cork tile, linotile and battleship linoleum. Some form of 
tile floor is preferable since it is more readily removed in event 
of repairs. 

d. ilation: Heat is injurious to books. All radiators, 
hot-air outlets and steam pipes should be as far removed from 
shelving as possible. All apparatus, including thermostats, should 
be located to conserve shelf space. 

All parts of the library should be well ventilated preferably 
without the necessity of opening windows, ‘‘ 

e. Lighting: The lighting should be adequate -— 20 to 35 foot candle- 
power on working levels. The best type of light fixture is the 
indirect or semi-indirect ceiling fixture. Color of walls and 
ceilings has an important effect on lighting. Light tones of buff, 
grey, green and blue are good for walls and ivory and white for 
ceilings. Dull gloss finish is recommended to reduce glare. 


3.  COLASSROOM CONVERTED LIBRARIES 


Many school libraries are converted classrooms, apvroximately 736 sq. ft. 
It is advisable to use a classroom wiich is on the main floor in a central loca~ 
tion, and in an area which pernits expansion. 


Because of the floor space occupied by shelving end library equipment, a 
classroom converted library will be crowded when one full class group is accom- 
modated. Two classrooms of ordinary size are needed for the library in the large 
elementary or junior high school. 


All available wall space should be used for shelving. long blackboard should 
be removed or covered with inexpensive wallboard or plywood and chalk trays should 
be removed. The shelving should be standard, except that it may be necessary to 
alber the standard length of shelves dlightly in order to have them fit into the 
particular space available. An attempt should be made to find space for special 
shelving for oversize books and for magazines. There are sometimes areas, such 
as at the ends of rows of windows, wich are too narrow for shelving but which can 
accommodate the vertical file and the card catalog. 


The size of the storage and work area will be dependent upon the size of the 
classroom. Sometimes a cloakroom can de converted into a workroom by the addition 
of a sink, some standard shelving and other facilities. I+ may be desirable to 
wall up one of the doorways of the cloakroom, thus giving space for magazine 
shelving. “here the cloakroom is too narrow to be converted into a workboom, it 
may be possible to remove the cloakroom wall and to utilize the space thus gained 
for a small workroom in one corner of the room Tis area would be set off by a 
partition of low shelving. ‘Where there is no cloakroom, the storage anc work area 
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will usually have to be limited to a shelving section with cupboard doors for 
supplies. This section should be adjacent to the librarian's desk. 


Le MULTIPURPOSE ROOMS 


A malti--purpose room, because it serves a host of purposes, is the least 
desirable housing for the library. If the library in the elementary and junior 
high school is to be effective, there must be a regular, planned program for 
its use, and this program includes weeklv scheduling of classes for recreational 
reading, sharing reading experiences, instruction in library usage and reference 
work in connection with classroom assignments. ‘hen the library is combined with 
an activity room used for many purvoses, the necessary amount of scheculing is 
not vossible, and because of the clutter of materials needed for non-library 
activities, it is impossible to achieve a library atmosphere. Unless the room 
is very large, there will not be sufficient space for essential library equip~ 
ment, and the necessary workroom and storage area. 
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VI... A Report On The Traini o_Teacher-Librarians In Alberta 


The recognition that school librarians recuire a special type of 
training for an appropriate library program is firmly established in the 
experience of British and American educators. The following excerpts from 
British and Anerican investigations are worthy of note: 


Investigations in England: 


(1) "He mist be a lover of books; he must be an educationist in the 
broadest sense of the word; and he must possess the abilities 
of an administrator." 


(2) "He mst acquire some training in librarianship." 


(3) "Finally, we recommend that the educational use of the library ° 
be brought before the authorities of 211 colleges for the train- 
ing of teachers. ‘We envisage tuo tyves of training: (a) A general 
course for all students . .. (b) A specialized course in school 
librarianship * those who propose to take up this as a special 
subject..." 


© 


iva ti : 


(1) "These courses might be included as a part of the four-year college 
course. In line with the trend toward the requirement of five years 
of preparation for all teachers, a year of library school training, 
in addition to four years of college, is desirable for the school 
librarian. He should also have completed professional courses 
generally required for certification of teachers." 


Tondon, 1936 


2School Library Association, School librarics Today. london, 1950, pe 10 
3Thid. eae i I 


loarnegie United Kingdon Trust, 


AAmerican Library Association. 
Chicago, 1945. 


toiton to yilérow Sts anottes Licovsit 


on Luli ety tt Jaalilrhi niet: seal Sa w. 
weesed teu ett Bris gBuow ort Yo ae 


ct ct! asada anton iin sem en (de 


“RAE ale ty is Teena ori decid premover ow cethentt we 
eth edt sot: se “Utb Yo gottiteddue ont stotted o 


Lorveney \ (5) :yakebext Haat ‘out gna ol. .eredoned Yo gat 
Loorlos tt owrsoo Boxtfaioeqe A (d) . . . ataehute [Le tot omawoe 
fsioove a aa alslt qu. sled od ssoqenq oy sao th sacar 


"4 hve 


* ag 

azelice <sereryo} etd %o a oy itis aseaatiath peu nostyoo ened ry 
etney ovit to duesettupet ed brewot Brent edt ditty okt al .eatnod 
Jitnteid Loodoa: yrandi© to ae9ey 2 yeretoret [fe tot Nolte cacettg ‘to 
foorfos edt to% efdetteeb at ,epeffoo to exey tot of mokdtibs af 
BOR TOL Lane lanctors bevelqueo oved dale Sfvocde of .nebretd FT 
A Jececfonet: to iaaaatieaaiice rot bevtwoet yi leteneg 


OFAE: .ntobro.! 


ny eee ; ' 
f { oy & 
ae i) \ h 
an red | WI) 1 mt Mee [a 


® > 


31 


(2) "The education of the school librarian for her tasks involves a kind of 
double crofesg ional preparation. She must be a teacher and she must be 
a librarian." 


(3) "School adwinistrators rightly demand that school librarians be grounded 
in educational methods, in knowledge of the curriculum, in the use of 
educational literature, and in avpraisal of what currently goes on in 
school progress . . ." 


The book Education for Inbrarianshio contains the report of a committee 
on education for library work with children and young people. As well as 
including the research findings of this committee there is an analysis of the 
literature on the education and preparation of Librarians working with youth. 


"The problems indicated most freovently in the literature on the 
professional education of school librarians are the amount of training 
needed for school librarians, teacher-librarians, and teachers, tshich 
institutions of higher education should provide for this’ special- 
ization, when it should be given within a four or a five-year college 
program, and the subject matter to be emphasized. 


The solutions offered are many and varied. The answers to be found in 
the standards of the American Association of School Librarians published 


by the American Library Association under the title Schoo] Iibraries for 
Today and Tomorrey, deserve particular mention since they represent the 


currently accepted national standards of the school library group. A 
summary of the major recommendations about the education and preparation 
of school librarians includes an organized college program of 30 to 36 
semester hours of library science, with emphasis on the selection and 
use of books suited to the needs of boys and girls. The desirability 
of a five-year program and the necessity of courses in professional 
education are noted. For the teacher-librarians, the standards call for 
no less than 12 to 18 semester hours (18-24 quarter hours) of library 
science with emphasis on books and their use in elementary and secondary 
school programs. Thece library credits must represent an organized pro- 
gram. The trajning may well be the resvonsibility of teacher~training 
institutions." 


In summarizing the problems which have apoeared in print about the educa- 
tion of librarians working with children end young people, the author of the 
analysis lists the following ideas as those representing viewpoints which seem 
to appear most frequently. 


New York, 
19546 Pe 69 


iheeler, J.L. pe 30 


3Chicago University, Education for Librarianship: Papers ‘presented at the 
library Conference, University of Chicago, August 16-21, 1948. Chicago, 
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1. “Librarians working with children and young people in schools or in 
public libraries need 30 to 36 semester hours of professional education. 


2 Professional library schools are best qualified to offer the necessary 
preparation for the fulltime school librarian. 


3. To prepare the teacher-librarian and give library educ>tion to the 
teacher and the school administrator should be the obligation and task 
of the teachers! colleges. 


4. A wide knowledge of books for boys and girls and the ability to fit 
books to readers should be emphasized in the courses for all prospective 
librarians working with youth. 


5. <A background Imowledge of children's literature is necessary for 
librarians working with adolescents." 


One of the important areas investigated by this committee was the question 
of whether or not ". . . in the case of school librarians; the dichotomy of 
training for teacher-librarians should be discontinued." he committee's 
research on this question indicated that: 


", . . there is no validity in reasoning which claims that the librarian 
in the small school necds to mow less than the one serving in a large 
city systen. The requirements which call for less training for the 
teacher-librarian have developed in a manner quite understandable. The 
smaller school wanted, or was recuired to have, someone in charge of the 
library. While a full-time librarian was not regarded as necessary, it 
was possible to relieve one teacher of a class or two and to ask him to 
serve in this capacity. The desirability of some library training for 
this teacher was admitted, yet to ask a college graduate to return to 
college for an additional year of professional training in order to serve 
for a few periods a day in the library was regarded as impractical. It 
Still is. 


Fundanentally there are two problems here: service patterns and training. 
We need to develon regional units for school library service, in which 
one trained person serves several small schools, but this is a problem 
for school adwinigtrators and school library suvervisors, and not for 
library schools," 


In spite of the claim which is sometimes made that the graduate library 
schools are better cualified than teachers! colleges to train librarians, 
there is general acceptance of the need for both tyves of institutions to offer 
training. Ethel F. Hugcard, Associate Superintendent of the New York City Board, 
of Education, speaking at the time of the organization of a nev five-year pro- 
gram at Queen's College to prepare ‘teachers of library! for the New York City 
publie schools stated: 


lipid. p® 154 
2Tbid. pe 159 
3Ibid. pe. 159-60 
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"The graduate library schools have not been able to meet the demands for 
school librarians. For reasons not entirely exvlained during the years 
of discussion of the problem, graduate schools have not had enough 
students enrolled in school library courses to meet the demand. Often 
the majority of their students, especially during summers when these 
programs have been most active, have had satisfactory positions and have 
returned to them. The ‘open market! has been very small." 


What type of training should be offered by the teachers' college? Writing 
in School and Society, Stith M. Cain gives a summary of the present standards for 
training programs and courses for teacher-librarians. The standards referred to 
are those of the American Library Association, the Southern Association, and the 
Illinois and Indiana standards. Mr. Cain has picked out only the important 
points found in each of the standards, and among these he lists the following: 


‘- "Students enrolled for teacher-librerian training should be made fully 
aware of the fact that even the best of such training does not constitute 
What is kmow as full professional training for school librarians. 


2 The curriculum established for the purpose of training teacher--librarians 
should be offered by only degree-conferring institutions approved by the 
generally accepted agencies for accrediting colleges and universities. 


3. Tne department of library science should be organized and administered 
as 2 regular department in a college or university. 


Le In the ~inimum basic program there should be at least one malified 
full-time faculty member whose responsibilities may include in addition 
to teaching library science, duties in the following areas: 


(a) administration of the program 


(>) instruction in library education for 
librarians, teachers, supervisors, and 
acninistreators 


5. The curriculum should be of such auality and content as to provide 
effective basic training for library service in schools. The content 
of the curriculum should be governed as far as possible by the present 
needs of school~library service and should include courses providing 
instruction in the various aspects of library science such as books 
and related materials for children and young peovle, administration 
of school libraries, organization of materials, library practice, 
use of library materials, cataloguing and classification, reference, 
audio-visual materials, accuisition of school-library materials, etc. 
Enphasis on the development of a thorough knowledge of juvenile and 
adolescent literature and the apnlicetion of book service to all types 
of learning situations is desirable. 


iuuggard, Ethel F. "Queen's Progran to Train School Librarians", Junior 
libraries, 1954, Vol. I. No. 2, p. 71. 
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6. If the curriculum is offered during the summer session, there should be 
such a cumulative cycle of courses as will eyable students to complete 
the curriculum in consecutive summer terms." 

Teacher 
Summer school courses for librarians have been offered in the past 
in each Canadian provinee except for Newfoundlanc anc Prince Edward Island. 

In Manitoba and Alberta a course is offered occasionally, while in the other 

provinces a course or courses are offered yearly. Of particular interest are 

the two Canadian provinces, Ontario and 3ritish Columbia, which have recently 
revised their orograns for training school librarians. 


liiss lary ‘ustarc, Supervisor of Secondary School Iibraries for Ontario, 
states that the following courses are now offered for school librarians: 


(a) University of Toronto Library School--one year post-graduate 
course leadins to the degree 2.1.5. This course provides 
for two options in school librerianshiv with two weeks of 
vractice work. 


(b) Ontario Department of Education--Sumer School for School- 


- Elementary Certificate 
« Intermediate Certificate 


Joe [He 


5 
In the summer of 1956 three courses were offered at Summer School: 


School Library Administration 
The Library Collection 
Classification and Cataloguing 


In 1956 the University of British Columbia established a new faculty-=the 
College of Education. A librarianship for the Bachelor of Education degree 
(elenentary or secondery) requires the following course: 


English 201 Children's Literature « -.«++s+s¢esee-s 
Education 390 — Librarianship-—Sources of Information. . 
Education 490 ne lg brary aay the Choo) Woe as 2 e+ 6 
Education 491 - Acquisition anc Organization of . 
Library Materials .. 


oo oo Wo W Lo 


Die oiecuive ctosen Troms si. + 6 2 es ew ewe tee 
Education 531 ~ Child Psychology 

Education 532 — Psychology of Adolescence 

English 402 - Classics of European Literature 

English 435 - Canadian Literature 

History 101 ~ Twentieth Century History 

History 201 - British History 


Two courses were offered in the summer of 1957, Education 390, and Educa- 
tion 490. The instructors were Dr. Samuel Rothstein, Assistant Librarian at 
the University of British Columbia, whose doctoral field was Library Education; 
and Miss Nora E, Beuse, a specialist in school libraries from the United States 
Office of Education. 


1oain, Stith M, "Standards for Training Programs and Courses for Teacher- 
Librarians", School and Society, 1951, Vol. 74, No. 1913, pe 100-102. 
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The University of Saskatchewan recently announced that starting in 
September, 1959, the College of Education will offer a school librarianship 
major (4 courses) for the Bachelor of Education degree. 


PRE RGSS ati rH 


1. That the Department of Education give consideration to 
establishing a special certificate which the Department 
may grant to teachers who have completed a snecified 
course of study, or its equivalent, in school librarianship. 


2 That the Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta 
should set up library science courses which would effectively 
prepare teacher-~librarians for our schools. <A minimum pro- 
gram would recuire offering four courses, one of which would 
be Children's literature. These courses should be acceptable 
for either the elementary or secondary pattern, and at least 
two of the courses be offered each year at Summer School. 
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The function of the school library primarily is to provide materials for 
students and teachers to meke the curriculum a living experience. The library 
must provide all types of library materials dovetailed to fit that curriculun. 
Certainly, the acauisitions must be turned to that need. ‘Secondly, the library 
must provide for the special needs of individual children-~the slow reader, the 
extra bright child, the child who must have high interest level with low vocab- 
ulary, remedial tools, etc. Thirdly, the library must provide materials for 
broad growth, for developing the child, for Lifting horizons, for working out 
personal problems, etce In other words, the library, through printed and other 
media must make available to the student the materials for the vicarious ex-— 
periences necessary for enrichnent. 


A. Standards for Personnel and Book Collections 


Sigs Of SCHOOL | LIBRARY PERSONNEL BOOK COLLECTTONS 
Enrolnent Trained : Clerical Minimum desired 
Librarian help Number titles 


Me evlieds « Part-time 


Ontario i 
occasional 


A.L.A. 500 A 1 | 3500 


Ontario sg 7 a | 2500 
part-time | 

oe 1000 2 2 5000 | 

Ontario 1000 i yf 5000 | 
part-time 


Lote Lindis 2000 6000 


i 


Ontario 1500 75000 


American Library Association - Bilal 1949 
Ontario, Department of Education - tentative standards, (1957) 
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B, RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A BALANCED LIBRARY 


Se 


COLTECTION 


Number of Library Books 


| 
2,000 | 


4,0 
10 


4.00 


500 


3,000 

60 60 
6 
30 30 
2h05 0220 
Leia’ 5 
240 300 
150 180 
150 150 
90 90 
750 600 
540 600 
1750 750 


4,000 
sO 80 
a0 | 20 
XG ep 4D 
280 280 
BO, .H20 
320 400 
200 240 
200 200 
9120041120 
1000 800 
720 800 

1000 1000 
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VIII. School Libraries and Regional and Municipal Libraries. 


A. School and Regional Libraries 


It is the library within the school, administered by a trained school 
librarian, which has proven to be the best form of library service for both 
the elementary and secondary school. Obviously though, some modification in 
this type of service is necessary for the small school, the school with an 
enrolment of less than 200 students. 


Two methods have been used in the past in attempting to provide library 
service to groups of small schools, The 1920's and the 1930's saw the inno- 
vation of regional and public libraries providing the library service to 
schools, with the cost met in part by the school blards concerned. However, 
the 1940's and the 1950's have seen a decrease on this continent in the number 
of public and regional libraries serving as school libraries. 


Research studies and surveys show clearly that where a public or regional 
library has provided the school library service, the resulting program has 
been geared to reading interests and not to the curriculum of the school. 
Secondly, these studies reveal that both school libraries and public and 
regional libraries are stronger when they are independent than when they are 
combined, because combined service has usually suffered from inadequate 
financing. School boards have demonstrated that they will give more financial 
support, in the long run, to school libraries which they administer independ- 
ently, than to those which they administer in conjunction with a public or 
regional library board. 


In determining whether school library services can best be provided by 
regional libraries, we must seek the answers to these questions. Will we have 
regional libraries throughout Alberta during our lifetime if we do not first 
have a school library service which develops a felt need to use books, Can 
we succeed where others have failed in obtaining a regional library service 
which meets the curriculum needs of our schools? 


The committee recommends a continued observation of the functioning and 
services of the Lacombe Regional Library. It is too early to assess the 
success of this project. For a reliable evaluation, research comparing 
school library service in the Lacombe Regional area with other types of devel- 
oped, rural school library service is needed. 


In the alternative method of meeting the needs of the small school, the 
school board which administers a number of small schools maintains a central 
library collection. Some of salberta's school divisions now maintain such 
central collections, but we have generally not developed this type of school 
library program to the same extent as has another Canadian province. In 
that province, a Supervisor of School Libraries was appointed in 1948. Sub- 
sequently, a rural school library program based on successful practice else- 
where has been instituted. 
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According to this plan, each school unit employs one or more trained 
school librarians to provide direct library service to the unit’s smaller 
schools. (The larger schools have their own central libraries and book- 
stocks, and full or part-time librarians). The unit librarian(s) is in 
charge of the school board unit library and attempts to provide the entire 
school unit with a co-ordinated program. Thus, the unit librarian(s) co- 
operates with teachers in book selection, organizes the book collection 
for use, works with the teachers in the schools to help them teach more 
effectively by a wise use of printed materials, and works directly with the 
pupils in the schools. The smaller schools in the unit have a basic book 
collection only and obtain books for each unit of study and for leisure 
reading from the unit library 


Where regional libraries are established in Alberta, it is essential 
that a program of cooperation between the regional library and the school 
libraries should be established. This program would be similar to that 
recommended elsewhere in this report for school and municipal libraries. 


We recommend further that where a regional library has been estab- 
lished, a contract should be made between the regional library board and 
and school board, whereby the regional library would provide the cataloguing 
and mechanical processing for the school board's books, and possibly, depend- 
ing on circumstances, the housing and transportation of school books. The 
full cost to the regional library of providing these services would be met 
by the school board. 


‘Sat Ad tw yisooxk 
“Wood dtakd 2 wail 
_Srtetet ‘tot “bib 


4 
i 


thtinddet! eL jie att 


Lfoodoe sit bap 


dom 8d blsow- 


wah? 
wi sf 
, 4 
i wey a 
} Wie tal aia UE 
“vi / yi 
Ail oh 7 
La] 
A 
i haa 9 
ae 
j +% pananrn ry 
te 
; ee Da. eae ibe) 2 
* 
} 
-” ' h 


va 


it Te ahs 


eure. 
Ta 


oY Rial 
a 


ied 
i] 


LF 


gat! fia 


Ay Vani nM ve 
: ] Boma Pee a 
ia ay se i gn any * 
“a 4 ae 


ss 
i a | 
hy SPRING ti dog eR 
it ed « Aye) ai} 


pans 
a tn peng haa 


ai ’ ” 


ey a) 
i a i nH ‘ - 


Dw 
ar 
a vig? 
nid Vie mtr re - ae ant ora I y 
| Poe a eo. ee | 
iy jv haben. ea eel ahaa, Qe Waele 
‘ by, : Pcp trun. " hs 
sisal" et ois 
7 ri +4 7 1a hae ee ‘f iy : 
One, a Coe TA f 
are vid A HS: std - by 
? ke y ae an] Yy 4 hai 
ere we Ae ee ee) AS r 
ow 2 Oe ool, en i 
@ args , al , j a hArebit us 
acne. 'o. torvdhg, Aiea, 
A j 7 Can 
ean se A! te cite ae ; 
! 


eA tia Stig 
a a ae 
@ bday Batt . 


by ahs M 


® @ 
4.0 


B. School and Municipal Libraries 


.. there is general agreement among librarians that both school and public 
libraries are needed, and that one tends to supnlement the other without unneces- 


sary duplication. The basic form of library service to children is the school 
library. 


To quote from Frances Henne: "Even in those public libraries having excel-~ 
lent children's departments,certain conditions prevail during the school week 
and the school year that make public library service inaccessible to children, 
and tend to lessen the effectiveness of the service. 


The children's room becomes accessible to children when (1) it provides 
a collection of books and other materials for chiltren than meet cualitative 
and quantitative standards; (2) it is situated not more than one-half mile 
from the elementary schools within the library service area; (3) it is situated 
within a mile radius of the homes of the children within the service area; (4) 
it is situated so that no geographical barriers and no physical barriers inter- 
fere with its accessibility; (5) it maintains a schedule of service such that 
the library is open each day of the week, including Saturdays; and (6) it pro- 
vides a qualified children's librarian. These conditions are all met satisfac- 
torily in some public libraries; in many others they are not. 


Even when the children's room meets the basic reauirements of accessibility, 
certain circumstances frequently militate against the effectiveness of the 
library program for children. For example, on school days children usually con- 
centrate their attendance at the public library at the same time and within a 
relatively short period. 


The resulting rush of activity quite often means that the librarian cannot 
give much time to any individual child and that individual suidance tends to 
be sacrificed for more routine matters. Furthermore, children's librarians in 
pudlic libraries seldom get to mow many children as well as they would like. 
Tnis comes, in part, from not having access to those records that show the 
child's reading ability, his personal interests, his environmental and experience 
background, his achievement and adjustment in school, and other essential infor- 
mation. Effective reacing guidance devencs upon such knowledze." 


The salient relationship between the school library and the school is the 
intimate tie-in between the school's total program and the orientstion of the 
school library to fit that program through the accuisition of specific and 
appropriate books, periodicals, etc.; the joint program that can be planned bet- 
ween the teacher and the librarian; the immediate access of resources to be 
borrowed for room use or a library session. The problem of the retarded reader 
is best solved by a combination of the reading specialist working in conjunction 
with the child and the librarian with appropriate books designed to meet this 
svecial need. 


The public library has a responsibility to several communities, and only 
a vortion of its resources can be devoted to children. It also has obligations 
to the young adult, to the business, professional, and technical groups in the 


luenne, Frances, "The basic need in library service for youth," ILjbrary 


Quarteriy, 1955, XV, pp. 40-41. 
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city as well as the numerous adults that vish to make use of its facilities for 
diverse reasons. This means that the library's total budget mst be spread over 
@, large area. Enumerating the factors that impinge upon a public library budget 
clearly highlights the inadecuacies of such a budget to meet the full needs of 
our school cecylation. 


1. Since the public library considers its »vrimary purpose is to serve 
he adult community, it devotes the greater vortion of its total 
book budget to meet their needs. 


2. The smaller portion devoted to the children's departnent must not 
only meet the obligations of acquiring current imprints, but it 
must also be used to: (a) accuire multiple copies of each title; 
(b) multiple copies of replacements for worn and lost titles. 


3. Since it attempts to buy as many titles as its budget permits 
there is a limiting factor on the availability of any given title 
in contrast to the demand from numerous children in a given grade. 


Ae Further, the library does not wish to use its budget to acquire 
text~book type of material, for it considers this an obligation 
of the school. 


Basically, the relationship between the school anc the public library should 
be one of cooperation in order to provide the best possible library service to 
our children and young people. The following are indicative of areas where help 
may be extended. 


1. Pubdlic librarians, through their access to appropriate book resources 
and bibliogravhies, can be of considerable heln to teachers and 
school librarians in the area of book selection. 


2e Visits to the school by public librarians and visits by classes to 
the public library for reading and instruction in library use. 


3. Cooperative relationships between the teachers and the librarians 
to meet those assignments that their resources permit. 
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EX. Summary of Recommends ations 


Grants for Book Purchass 


That the Department will mateh the expenditure of school systems on 
Library books up to $1.50 per pupil per year. 


ib C 


As the organization of efficient library service has vroven difficult and 
many areas would use professional helo, the sudcom-ittee recomrends that 
the Devartment of Education apooint a supervisor of school libraries: 


1. To encourage the use of the Dewey Decimal Classification Svsten. 


2. To accent resnonsibility for the School Book Branch Catalogs and 
to code and classify the books which are on the recommended list. 


3. To prepare a library manual for the -uidance and assistance of 
school libraries. 


4. To work closely with the Free Reading Subcommittees of the Depart- 
ment of Education. 


5. To periodically advise school administrators and librarians 
regarding new books, 


6. To assist in the in-service training of teachers who are inter- 
ested in library work. 


7. To assist school systems in setting uv adecuate libraries. 
8. To give summer school courses to teachers. 
se Branch Catal 


The following recommendations are offered with a view to making the present 
catalogs practical and usable for classified, cataloged school libraries. 
“uch time can be saved for the school librarian if, for the titles listed, 
the classification or grouping is given and also the added information 
needed to make out the cards for the card cataloz. Then each school will 
have enough information to make up its own cards for the titles listed. 

The necessary classification will also have been done. 


i i ion ¢ ; (See the CHILDREN'S 
CATALOG and vee STANDARD CATALOG FOR H.S. LIBRARIES, published by the 
He We Wilson Co. ) 


i, 


F — for Fiction from Grade IV up 

Eh = for Fiction for Grade III down 
SC —- for Fiction published in Story Collection form 
Dewey Decimal Classification Number for Nonfiction 


ae~ Ji 9) tic i or, for one section, anyway, to 


conform with library usage. 
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25 i Book Descrinti to T. . 
a) Author and name or initials 
x Title 
¢) Illustrator and name or initiels 
a) Publisher 
e) Coovright date, number of pages, cost 
f) Wilson Cards available (WwW) 
g) Illustrations, maps, charts, gravhs, etc. 
h) Size of books; size of type (for oversize, large type, etc.) 
i) Binding 
j) Grade readinz level and grade interest level 
k) Description of contents 
1) Subject Headings, Analytics, and Gross 2eferences 


4. A Code Reference could be used to indicate usefulness for certain 
enterprise tonics. Example: III - D for the fourth enterprise 
tonic for Grade III. 


D. Annual Revort 


It is further recommended that the Devartment initiate, as part of its 
Annual Report, a forn which will give informotion regarding school library 
oxeration and maintenance and service. 


Be commendations. On the basis of the foregoing, we recommend that building 
grants be mace available for te following minimum space allowances for 
school libraries: 


6-12 classrooms 1 
13-24 classrooms 2 
25 and more classrooms 3 


Elementarv-Junior High S$ ols and Junior High Schools: 


(2) Size of Schoo] 


6-12 classrooms 1 
13~24 classrooms 13 
25 and more classrooms 2 


Blenentary Schools: 
(3) gi hood Numb Standard Classroo 


6-12 classrooms 1 
13 and more classrooms 1+ 
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Ah 


That Section B., starting on page 27, entitled Library Quarters in the 
Elementary and Junior High School be included in the recommendations to 
architects. 


1. 


Teacher Librarians 


The Department of Education should give consideration to estab- 
lishing a special certificate which the Department may grant to 
teachers who have completed a specified course of study, or its 
equivalent, in school librarianship. 


The Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta should 

set up library science courses which would effectively prepare 
teacher-librarians for our schools. A minimum program would 
require offering four courses, one of which would be Children's 
Literature. These courses should be acceptable for either the 
elementary or secondary pattern, and at least two of the courses 
be offered each year at Summer School. 
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OPERATION 

Paste ene ts 
Desk (1 or 2 vedestals ) 1 
Band dater (ledger size) 2 
Stamp pad (#11) 2 


x Card sorter (Gaylord's) 


Cabi ith rod 

For cards 5x3, punched, #9 hole 
Number of drawers 4 
Alphabetical Card Guides 

(Seta A — Z, 1/5 cut) 6 
Tilted ton Guides (1/3 cut) 2h, 
Blank Guides (1/3 cut) 24 
Stand = for cabinets ni 

Tits lexical Filing alines 
legal size) with rod 

Cabinet (4 drawer) 1 
Metal Alphabetical Guides 

(Sets A ~ Z, 1/5 cut, punched) 1 
Folders — manila tab 36 


x Picture Envelones (112x9+) 
(with label holders, 1/5 cut) 
x Alvhabetical Pressboard Guides 
(punched ) 


x Iabels (for Pressboard Guides) 
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AV, Charcing Trays 
For book cards 3%x5 7/8 


Trays (4x13x35 inside ) 3 
Alphabetical Card Guides 


(Sets A to Z) 1 
Numerical Card Guides 

(Sets 1 to 31) a, 
Blank Charging Card Guides 6 

V._ Shelving 
45 £t. (floor measurement), 5 ft. 
high (approx. ), 5 shelves (102" clear) 
Book supports ie 
Section label~holders (2x5) bronze Ri 
Dictionary stand 1 
Shelving units (shop made) 
Shelving (built in: footage) 
Picture book sections u 
Magazine rack L 
VI. Accession Record 
Ioose-leaf binder 7 
Accession Sheets 60 
Rubber-band numberer (4 digits) 1 
Vil 2 t 

School identification stamp a: 
lettering vens pe 


Bowl nibs (medium) 2 
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Stapler (standard size) 

Sissors (4" blade) 

Band dater (1" wide) 

Tables: reading : im 
work 


Bulletin board 


rg 


Book truck 
x Electric stylus 
Filmstrip cabinet 


Flat oicture (or map) 


Be EXATENDABLE SUPPLIES 


ore 


LL. Catalog Cards (5x3, #9 perforated) 
White (light weight) 
White lined 
x Blue 
bury 
II Bogk Cireulat 
Book cards: 3’x5 7/ , buff 
Date Due Slips 
bber bands (-; lb. box) 


x Record book 
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